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Senior U.S. Defense and Commerce Dep. Officials Visit Prague

Deputy Defense Secretary William J. Lynn met on June 15 with Czech officials, thanking them for stepping up their role in Afghanistan
and discussing the way ahead in a growing military-to-military relationship between their countries. “The area that’s most current in
terms of exploration is the helicopter training, maintenance and operations,” Lynn said. In addition, he and Czech Defense Minister
Alexandr Vondra discussed the Czech Republic’s White Book on Defense, a plan for improving and reforming the country’s military and
its defense procurement system. More here. ... One day later, Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Market Access and Compliance
Michael C. Camufiez visited Prague. He had meetings with Ambassador for Energy Issues Vaclav Bartuska, as well as Vladimir Hlavinka
from CEZ. His visit also served to advance the Economic and Commercial Dialogue (ECD) with Deputy Minister of Industry and Trade,

Milan Hovorka. See more here.
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Czechs and Americans Mark 1945 Liberation of Western Bohemia

This year’s celebrations of liberation of Western Bohemia by the U.S. Army started on April 30 in front of the U.S. Embassy with the
“Convoy of Liberty” consisting of three dozen U.S. historical military vehicles. Liberation events continued in Pilsen, where the highlight
was the ceremonial presentation of a U.S. Second World War Sherman tank. The renovated vehicle will be on display at the Pilsen Zoo,
which served as the Nazi headquarters late in the war. Veterans; U.S. diplomats, including Ambassador Norman Eisen, and Czech
officials then took part in annual commemorations in Pilsen and throughout Western Bohemia. The first U.S. troops arrived on the
German-Czechoslovak border on April, 18 1945 and by May 7, the U.S. Army had liberated Czech territory up to the Karlovy Vary-
Rokycany-Pribram-Pisek-Cesky Krumlov line. More information in Czech find here.

Experts Talk about Security, Terrorism and Democracy

Lawrence J. Korb, Senior Fellow at the Center for American Progress and former Assistant Secretary of Defense, visited Brno and Prague
on June 6—7, and talked to representatives of government, academia, and students about the current U.S. strategy in Afghanistan. Korb
noted that the Obama administration is firm on gradual withdrawal from Afghanistan, but opined that after the death of bin Laden, the
withdrawal may be faster than originally planned. More here. ... Also on a security note, a team of three experts from Center for Civil-
Military Relations (M) and one from National Defense University (M) faculty, headed by Paul Shemella delivered a seminar on
extremist ideology in Prague to an audience composed of civilian and military officials from Europe, Africa, and The Middle East during
the week of 13-17 June. ... The Embassy wrapped up in June a series of 9 monthly discussions “90 Minutes with RFE” that concerned
unstable regions covered by Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. Read here.

Taste of America Comes to Prague

The Festival of American Cuisine "Taste of America" brings American cuisine and traditions to the Czech Republic from June 4th through
July 4th, 2011. This festival is a unique opportunity for Czechs to taste traditional American dishes in twelve selected restaurants for
attractive festival prices. The first ever festival of American cuisine in the Czech Republic is organized by Alakarte in cooperation with
the U.S. Embassy in Prague. "We want to put a slice of America on the Czech dinner table and show the locals that American cuisine is
not only McDonald's,

says Pavel Suchanek from Alakarte. More information here.
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Prahu navstivili zastupci americkych ministerstev obrany a obchodu

Naméstek amerického ministra obrany William Lynn se 15. Cervna setkal s ceskymi predstaviteli, kterym podékoval za posileni ceské
pritomnosti v Afghanistanu a diskutoval s nimi o dal&im rozvoji vojenské spoluprace mezi R a USA. ,Oblast, ktera je nyni nejvice
aktualni, je vrtulnikovy vycvik a udrzba a provoz helikoptér, uvedl Lynn. Naméstek amerického ministra obrany také rekl, Ze s ¢eskym
ministrem obrany Alexandrem Vondrou diskutovali o takzvané Bilé knize reformy ¢eské armady a zpUsobu zadavani zakazek. Vice zde. ...
O den pozdéji Cesko navtivil ndméstek amerického ministra obchodu Michael C. Camufiez, ktery se v Praze sesel se zvla$tnim
velvyslancem CR pro otazky energetické bezpe¢nosti Vaclavem Bartugkou a vyrobnim Feditelem spole¢nosti CEZ Vladimirem Hlavinkou.
Navstévy americky naméstek vyuzil také k jednani s ndméstkem ceského ministra obchodu Milanem Hovorkou. Vice zde.
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Cesi a Americané si pripomnéli osvobozeni zapadnich Cech v kvétnu 1945

Leto$ni oslavy osvobozeni zapadnich Cech americkou armadou zacaly 30. dubna pied Velvyslanectvim USA, kam se tradi¢né sjely tfi
desitky historickych dZipt Konvoje svobody. Slavnostni akce pokracovaly v Plzni: tam bylo hlavni udalosti odhaleni amerického tanku

z obdobi druhé svétové valky Sherman. Renovovany obrnénec bude nyni vystaven v plzeriské ZOO, kde byl koncem druhé svétové valky
hlavni stan nacistického vojenského veleni. Veterani, americti diplomaté vcetné velvyslance Normana Eisena a Cesti predstavitelé se pak
zUGcastnili oslav v Plzni a dal3ich méstech zapadnich Cech. Prvni americké jednotky dorazily na némecko-¢eskoslovenskou hranici 18.
dubna 1945 a do 7. kvétna osvobodila americkd arméada Uzemi a7 po linii Karlovy Vary-Rokycany-Pibram-Pisek-Cesky Krumlov. Dalsi
informace zde.

Experti hovoti o bezpecnosti, terorismu a demokracii

Lawrence Korb, analytik Center for American Progress ve Washingtonu a byvaly naméstek ministra obrany za éry prezidenta Ronalda
Reagana (1981—1985), navstivil 7. a 8. cervna Brno a Prahu, kde hovofil se vladnimi predstaviteli, odborniky a studenty o soucasné
strategii Spojenych statd vaci Afghdnistanu. Obamova administrativa podle Korba pocita s postupnym stahovanim z Afghanistanu, po
smrti bin Ladina vSak mGZe byt odchod vojakd rychlejsi, nez bylo planovano. Vice zde. ... O bezpecnostnich otazkach jednali v Praze od
13. do 17. Cervna také experti organizace CCMR (Centrum pro civilné-vojenské vztahy) a NDU (Narodni univerzita obrany) v ¢ele

s Paulem Shemallou. Na jejich seminar o extremistickych ideologiich pfisli vojaci i civilni odbornici z Evropy, Afriky a Blizkého vychodu. ...
A pocatkem cCervna americké velvyslanectvi zakoncilo fadu deviti diskuzi ,,90 minut s RFE“, které se jednou mésicné zabyvaly oblastmi
pokryvanymi Radiem Svobodna Evropa (RFE/RL). Dalsi série bude zahdajena po letnich prazdninach. Vice zde.

,Taste of America” — vychutnejte si Ameriku na svém tali¥i!

Gastronomicky festival "Taste of America" pfibliZzuje do 4. cervence americkou kuchyni ve 12 prazskych restauracich. Prvni prehlidku
americké gastronomie v Ceské republice pripravila spole¢nost Alakarte ve spolupréci s Velvyslanectvim USA. ,Chceme Cechdim pfinést
kousek Ameriky na jejich stll a ukazat, Ze americka kuchyné neni jen McDonald’s,” fikd Pavel Suchdnek ze spolec¢nosti Alakarte, kterd
pravidelné organizuje rizné tematicky zamérené gastronomické festivaly. Osobné se té€sim na ostra jidla regionalni kuchyné, jako jsou
Cajun nebo Tex-Mex , které mi zde nejvice chybi - prestoze jsem si oblibil i ¢eskou kuchyni,” dodava obchodni rada Velvyslanectvi USA
Stuart Schaag. Vice informaci zde.
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