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Czech Menorah
Lit at the White
House

Candles of a silver menorah
on loan from the Jewish
Museum in Prague were lit
on December 16 in the
White House Grand Foyer as
part of Hanukkah celebra-
tion that includes traditional
music and Maa'riv (evening)
prayers. The Hanukkah cere-
mony is one of White House
events that also celebrate
the traditions of Islam's and
Christianity's holidays. More

From Darwin to
U.S. Diplomacy
Bradley Thayer, noted politi-
cal science professor from
Baylor University, has deliv-
ered a series of lectures in
the Czech Republic on a vari-
ety of topics. Between No-
vember 30 and December 1,
he addressed student audi-
ences with topics like
“American Empire” and
“Darwin and International
Relations”. His trip was
sponsored by U.S. Embassy in
Prague. More...

8 U.S. Embass

Czech Roma Get Inspira-

tion on U.S. Program

For three weeks in December, young Roma
leaders visited the U.S. as part of an Interna-
tional Visitor Leadership Program which fo-
cused on social, political and economic en-
gagement for minorities. During their visit to

Czech Professor
Compares Czech
and the U.S. Terti-

ary Education

On December 3 in the Ameri-
can Center John Law, the
American Embassy’s Acting
Deputy of Mission, opened
the lecture on Contemporary
Challenges in Higher Educa-
tion in the Czech Republic
which was presented by Uni-
versity of Economics Profes-
sor Vladimira Dvorakova for
students and educators of
social sciences. More...

Czech-U.S. Coop-
eration in the

World of Science
U.S. Embassy Chargé d’Af-
faires Mary Thompson Jones
spoke at the "University of
South Bohemia in the World
of Science Without Borders"
Conference in Ceské Budé-
jovice, marking the 20th
Anniversary of the Velvet
Revolution. Learn more
about the conference and
cooperation between the
university and foreign re-
search entities.

Software Whiz
Prods Women to
Pursue High-Tech
Careers

“There is no reason why
women should avoid the
information technologies
industry,” said Google soft-
ware engineer Petra Poplu-
harovt in a series of lectures
at two Czech universities
and the American Center on
November 23-25. Learn
more about the goal of the
U.S. Embassy- co-organized
lectures.

Representatives
of Faiths Discuss

Mutual Respect

A discussion addressing tol-
erance toward different
religions and their symbols
attracted a crowd at Info
USA, Brno on December 15.
The panel, organized by the
U.S. Embassy and the Liber-
tas Independent Agency,
featured Senator Jaromir
Stétina, Imam Emir Omic,
Christian Democrat David
Macek, and Buddhist Petr
Klasek. More...
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several American cities, they met business and
NGOs practitioners that work on programs
providing minorities access to equal employ-
ment opportunities and economic develop-
ment. “The program was inspirational. We
believe some U.S. approaches could be used in
CR, too,” said one of the participants. More...
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