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U.S. Astronaut Draws Record Crowds to American Center

Astronaut Andrew Feustel signing photos for fans in Prague
(Photo: Michal Stichauer)

Astronaut Andrew Feustel’s only public appearance
in Prague drew a record number of visitors to the
American Center. More than 250 people, many of
them academics, popular space experts, students
and people who fondly remember the early space
flights, came on August 5th to hear the story of a
man who was on the crew of the May shuttle
mission—the last one scheduled to the Hubble
Telescope. In consultation with the members of the
Czech Academy of Science’s Astronomical Institute,
Feustel decided to bring with him on the shuttle the
Czech flag and copies of poems respected Czech
writer Jan Neruda. The same organization invited
Feustel and his family to the Czech Republic. The
mother of Feustel’s wife, Indira, is Czech. It was not a
coincidence, that evening was subtitled: “Cherchez la
femme”. The audience, led by singer Radek Tomasek

and guitarist Tomas Karmazin, participated in the

most emotional moment of the evening, singing for Mrs. Feustel the song “No Other.” The American Center gave the
Feustels a small present, a Mariz handmade ceramic with a starry motif. Other Czech experts spoke at the event, including
Astronomical Institute Director Petr Heinzel, Tomas PFibyl, Antonim Vitek and Jifi Grygar.

Czech and American Paratroopers Train in
South Bohemia

Paratroopers from the Czech 43rd Airborne Battalion in
Chrudim and from Colorado’s National Guard trained
together for
three weeks in
July and August
in the Boletice
Military Area in
south Bohemia.
Included in the
training were
both daytime
evening
“friendship
jumps” from a
C-130 Hercules airplane near the town of Bechyne. “We
are very pleased with what we have seen. All the Czech
facilities are wonderful,” noted Sergeant First Class
Joshua Lyon. Besides preparation for combat, Lyon said
the main training’s aim is to build strong ties with other
units. The Czech paratroop commander, who attended
U.S. Army Ranger School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, said,
“The level of cooperation with the Americans is great.”

Czech a U.S. paratroopers training a jeep and
loading in Bechyne (Photo: Jakub Hornek)

U.S. Speakers Prompt Students to Rethink
Journalism

Ed Lambeth, a professor emeritus at the University of
Missouri’s prestigious
School of Journalism,
urged 45 Austrian,
German and Czech
students at a 2-day
seminar in Havlickuv
Brod to look at
journalism in a broad
societal context. Con-
sidering the media’s
fundamental role in a
democracy, Prof.
Lambeth asked, what is the way forward for an industry
in the throes of a major post-Internet upheaval? How can
we ensure its continued quality? How can we make it
profitable? Charge d’Affaires Mary Thompson-Jones,
herself a former journalist, picked up on Prof. Lambeth’s
theme as she explored the intersection between
journalism and diplomacy and how new media has
changed the way embassies worldwide reach the public.

Professor Lambeth converses with
students
(Photo: Michal Stichauer)
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A photography exhibit about the Czech Provincial
Reconstruction Team (PRT) in Afghanistan’s Logar
Province opened on August 18th at the Czech Senate. The
exhibit featured the main areas of Czech assistance in
Logar, which include collaboration in the agriculture,
education and health sectors. “I'm glad the Senate

offered its space

]

for this unique
exhibit showing
the public the
very demanding
and largely
unknown work
of Czechs in

Afghanistan,

An information boa where e.xperts
(Photo: Jakub Hornek) work  side-by-
side with Czech

soldiers in our military’s best tradition,” said Senate
Chairman Premysl Sobotka. Foreign Minister Jan Kohout,
Defense Minister Martin Bartak, Afghan Ambassador to
the Czech Republic Mohammad Fazelly and U.S. Charge
d’Affaires Mary Thompson-Jones were also present at the
exhibition, which will remain until the end of
October. The Czech Republic assumed responsibility for
the Logar PRT in 2008.
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Farewell to Summer at American Center

The members of a Czech youth choir, who spent their
summer traveling in the United States, came to the
American Center’s garden to spend their last free evening
before the beginning of the new school year. The
Children and Youth Choir Rolnicka Praha, led by
choirmaster Karel Virgler, performed selections from
their recent American tour which included performances
at the Czech National Building in New York and at the
music festival ‘Children of the World in Harmony’ in
Michigan. You can read more information about their
tour on www.vwbchoir.com .

U.S. Embassy Supports Green Buildings

Programs devoted to environmentally friendly
technologies are among the most popular ones at the
American Center. One of them, about ecologically
responsible architecture, helped inspire a group of
professionals to establish the Czech Green Building
Council (check www.czgbc.cz), which launched its
activities on September 15 in Prague’s green-energy
certified National Technical Library. The U.S. Embassy
supports the CzGBC through a grant that aims to help
develop the organization’s activities and cooperation with
U.S. experts.
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More than 190 archers and 110 staff members from 35
countries participated in the 7th Para-lympic Archery
World Championships World Championships, which took
place August 14-23 at Nymburk’s Sports Center. Sports
Club Nové Mésto nad Metuji, which traditionally
organizes major
events for athletes
of all abilities. The
U.S. Embassy in
Prague supported
the championships.
Cultural Attaché
David Gainer pre-
sented medals to
the winners. This
year was the first
time the Interna-

tional Archery
Federation (FITA)
sponsored the A member of the U.S. team trains for

the competition (Photo: Klara
Cuchnova )

World Champion-
ships. The U.S.
delegation of 17 athletes won three medals—a silver and
two bronzes.

Embassy Commemorates 1989 Events

Between August 16-19 David Gainer, Cultural Attaché of
the Embassy of the United State traveled to Olomouc for
the conference on  “Restoring Democracy in
Czechoslovakia
after 1989” and
the 16th
Summer Insti-
tute organized
by the Palacky
University’s
Department of
Social Sciences.
While there,
Gainer met with
Mr. Radovan
Rastak, deputy governor of the Department of Culture
and Historical Monuments Preservation for the Olomouc
Region. They agreed on further cooperation in culture
and in education.

David Gainer with Olomouc Region
representatives. Photo: [itka Vildova)
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Sep. 29 New York Movie Classics - Midnight
CowboyA.C., 6 p.m.
October 8 Lecture by Bruce Newman from DePaul

University: “How to Win Elections Today”,
Masaryk University, Brno, 10 a.m.
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